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but, fortunately, they constitute only a very small portion of the over-all
presentation. Another excellent feature of this book is the glossary of
immunologic and genetic terms. Along with a very complete index, this
inexpensive little monograph should serve as an excellent up-to-date
reference for problems relating to the inheritance of blood groups in man.
STUART C. FINCH
HISTORY OF NURSING SOURCE BOOK. By Anne L. Austin. New York,
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1957. 480 pp. $7.50.
This volume will be an invaluable addition to the libraries of schools of
nursing. Designed to be used as a supplement to the usual history of
nursing textbooks, it includes, as the author states in the preface, "excerpts
from the most significant writings comprising the history of nursing from
the era before the birth of Christ up to the founding of the first professional
school of nursing in America in 1873." Miss Austin, who for many years
taught the history of nursing at the Frances Payne Bolton School of
Nursing of Western Reserve University, not only recognized the need for
such a source book but has met the need in exemplary fashion. Making
use of primary and secondary sources, the book is the result of painstaking
research and in turn will open up avenues of research for many students
of nursing.
The sources are arranged chronologically, starting with quotations from
the Old Testament, the Talmud, and ancient Sanskrit texts. References to
nursing in the Middle Ages and in the nineteenth century are selected
from less accessible materials than those usually found in textbooks. The
final chapter contains selected documents of early war nursing in the
United States.
The methods of documentation and indexing are those of sound historical
research and as such set a pattern to be followed by students working in
the area of nursing research. The material should also be of interest to
social scientists. We are indebted not only to the author but to the editor
and publishers for this volume, the latest in the Modern Nursing Series.
ELIZABETH S. BIXLER
ALBERT SCHWEITZER, THE STORY OF His LIFE. By Jean Pierhal. New
York, Philosophical Library, 1957. 160 pp. $3.00.
This is apparently an abridged version of Albert Schweitzer: Das Leben
eines guten Menschen by Jean Pierhal, "describing Schweitzer's childhood
experiences, his researches and travels, his suffering and dedication." In
the 160 brief pages of this work the fascinating drama of the great doctor's
life is told simply, clearly, and with admirable objectivity while successfully
conveying the character and the magnitude of his genius.
There are 22 black and white photographic illustrations including one of
The Sorrowful Negro of the Colmar statue by Bartholdi which made such
a deep impression on Schweitzer in his boyhood.
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It might be expected that so great a man as Schweitzer, who has
contributed equally to philosophy, theology, music, sociology, and medicine,
would deserve something more in the way of biography than a mere 160
pages. For example, it would be very interesting to know more of his
doctorate of medicine dissertation, submitted to the University of Stras-
bourg, which was concerned with the interpretation of Jesus as a
psychiatrist. Similarly, there is a rather cursory treatment of his disserta-
tion for his doctorate of philosophy in which he had made the discovery
that Kant had woven into his famous Critique of Pure Reason an earlier
study in the philosophy of religion.
It would appear that this work is especially suited as an introductory
text to those who have only a passing acquaintance with this man, in
particular younger people who undoubtedly would find sustaining inspira-
tion in the pattern of life of this already legendary figure. To those who
are already well acquainted with Schweitzer this book can serve as a
convenient outline and summary from which one can embark on a more
intensive study of the original works.
M. LOTZ
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